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UM EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
OF AAUP ENDORSES PROCEDURAL 
STATEMENT ON DISRUPTIONS
MISSOULA --
The Executive Committee of the University of Montana Chanter of the American Associa­
tion of University Professors (AAUP) has endorsed a statement by the AAUP National Council 
"to join with other members of the academic community in the development of procedures to 
be used in the event of serious (campus) disruption."
The local endorsement was released Thursday (Nov. 12) by Dr. John E. Van de Wetcring, 
chairman and professor of history at UM who is president of the UM Chapter of the AAUP.
According to Dr. Van de Wetering, the AAUP today emphasized that "faculty's responsi­
bility to defend its freedoms cannot be separated from its responsibility to uphold those 
freedoms by its own actions."
In a statement on "Freedom and Responsibility" developed against the background of 
campus tension and unrest, the elected AAUP National Council of the 90,000-member organi­
zation of professors offers the active cooperation of the AAUP in seeking adherence to 
basic norms of professional responsibility and academic freedom.
The statement, approved unanimously by the AAUP Council, declares that "Membership 
in the academic community imposes...an obligation to resoect the dignity of others, to 
acknowledge their right to express differing oninions, and to foster and defend intellectual 
honesty, freedom of inquiry and instruction, and free expression on and off the campus."
As a result, "The expression of dissent...may not be carried out in ways which injure 
individuals or damage institutional facilities or disrupt the classes of one's teachers or 
colleagues," the statement says.
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Tlie AAUP statement asks college and university faculties to ensure faculty "consultation 
in major decisions, particularly those related to the calling of external security forces 
to the campus."
The statement encourages each college and university faculty "to assume a more positive 
role as guardian of academic values against unjustified assaults from its own members."
To this end, the AAUP statement suggests that faculties give systematic attention to 
the development of "a more versatile body of academic sanctions," including warnings and 
reprimands, in addition to the ultimate sanction of dismissal.
In all sanctioning efforts, the statement concludes, "it is vital that proceedings 
be conducted with fairness to the individual, that faculty judgments play a crucial role 
and*.chat adverse judgements be founded on demonstrated violations of appropriate norms."
The AAUP, which is headquartered in Washington, D. C., has for 55 years been the 
leader in setting standards of academic freedom and responsibility for the teaching 
profession.
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Its 1940 Statement of Principles on Academic Freedom and Tenure, prepared jointly
with the Association of American Colleges, is endorsed by over 80 educational and profes­
sional societies and countless colleges and universities. Its^l966 Statement on Profes- 
sional Ethics outlines the basic responsibilities of faculty members.
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